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INTRODUCTION
The landscaping of the FISH Myalup Karla Waanginy site will be co-designed with Aboriginal people,
following the same process used for the development of the program and the site design and
honouring the principle of “for Aboriginal people by Aboriginal people”.
Culturally, Aboriginal people need to walk the land and then they will create the landscaping.
The landscaping will tell a story. For the Co-Design Group, each tree, rock, body of water, etc is
something with meaning and a role in telling the story of the site. This will be developed with
Aboriginal people along with the infrastructure implementation.
Native trees and plants will be used. Each area will have culturally appropriate plants in line with the
purpose of that part of the site. For example, in the area around the female accommodation, plants
used in women’s ceremonies and crafts will be featured; around the male accommodation, plants
that males use for their ceremonies and to manufacture artefacts will be featured.
Some principles of landscaping are already embedded in the site design. The separation between
different areas (tourist and residential, female residential and male residential) is managed through
natural lines. For that purpose, the residential buildings are design as semi-buried structures,
creating a hill to the south and opening to the north, and organising through these natural lines flows
of people and division of areas.
Aquaculture dams integrated as part of the landscape, design with natural shape. Two of the dams
have a jetty and timber decking along the shore; one for tourists, one for participants. To allow the
access of people to sit by the water.

KEY LANDSCAPING CONCEPTS
The central Aboriginal principle in designing the landscape has been to tell the story of the site and
to integrate all of the natural elements: earth, water, fire and air.
The vegetation will be native, and selected for its cultural significance. There will be a particular
prominence of the balga (grass tree).
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Vegetation
All existing trees on the site will be preserved. Trees will be planted along the west side along the
road to integrate and soften the vista.
The balga (grass tree) will have a prominent importance on the site, as it is a tree of great importance
and symbolism for Noongar people.
Traditional food and medicine planting areas will be focused in growing native species that Aboriginal
people have been using throughout their history. This aspect of the program will be integrated
together with a research lab and plant nursery to create a social enterprise around Aboriginal plant
knowledge.
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Earth
Earth will be used as a construction material to represent the character and feel of the site. Green
roofs creating hills, a new topography and maintaining the surface of green areas before the
development, which allows for water absorption, green areas, and avoids overheating.

These photos illustrate
these general concepts.

The
earth
berming
enables a seamless
transition
between
landscaping
and
building, and creates a
strong feeling of being
embraced by the land.
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These
photos
illustrate the green
roof and circular
building concept.
Landscaping blends
with the buildings
and roofs can be
accessed by grassy
ramps.
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Water
The dams on-site will serve as landscaping water features. Dams will have natural shapes and will
be vegetated at their banks with indigenous water plants. Participants will have access via timber
decking and a jetty, from which they can appreciate this part of the site.
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Air
The site will demonstrate the importance of caring for the quality of air through environmentally
sustainable design and energy efficiency, preserving green areas through green roofs, planting of
native trees and plants. The roofs of the tourist building and of the Wellbeing Centre will be
accessible to walk on (the former for tourists, the latter for participants). This will allow people to
have a view of the whole site, making the roofs of the buildings the fourth façade, being able to
perceive the new topography (semi-buried accommodation), and in general the natural feel of the
site. It also connects with the dreaming of the site being the eagle, and the possibility of observing
from above like the eagle.
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Fire
Fire is an essential element of the site. The name “Myalup Karla Waanginy” means “a meeting place
to sit together and talk around the fire” (lit: meeting place fire yarning). In Aboriginal custom, this is
the way in which our spirit heals. The fire circle in the female area is for female circles and
ceremonies. The fire circle in the male area is, likewise, for male circles. The common outdoor
kitchen will also have a firepit, for residents of visiting family members to sit together (men and
women). In the tourist area, the Kaitijin Mia Mia or learning circle will have a fire pit in the middle for
teaching and sharing with tourist visitors. There is great importance in Aboriginal culture of lighting
the fire inside and keep the fire going.
There will be an integration of the Kaitijin Mia Mia (learning circle) and dancing circles in the tourist
area, together with the small dam, an area for traditional food and medicine planting, a nature
playground, a traditional plant nursery and a dome, which will serve to project movies, and as a
meeting and yarning place. All of these elements in the tourist area serve the purpose of telling a
story and sharing Aboriginal culture and knowledge.
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EXPERT TEAM
Our Co-Design Working Group includes very experienced men and women in the fields of
horticulture, conservation and landscape, who will lead the process of design and implementation.
Leaders will be: Male: Koodah Cornwall. Female: Karen Jacobs.

Koodah Cornwall
Koodah is a Noongar man and Elder from the Wiileman clan,
committed to lighting the spirit within and reconnecting
Aboriginal people with their culture, community and land to
heal their spirit. Koodah was part of the stolen generation
and suffered from the impact of generational trauma caused
by family separation and breakdown. He has worked for the
Department of Education, managed an Aboriginal
Corporation for over a decade, worked for the Department
of Parks & Wildlife for over 20 years and retired as their State
Cultural Coordinator. Koodah has worked with teams from
health, justice, corporate (local, state, national and
international), government (both state and national),
education and community sectors across Australia running
cultural training and understanding programs and has been
a cultural advisor on a major feature film. For over a decade
Koodah has been involved in developing, designing and implementing award winning programs to
break the cycle of poverty, generational trauma and engagement of Aboriginal people in the justice
system. Koodah is a qualified trainer and assessor and has won many awards including the
Multicultural Community Service Award. He wants to enable all people, not just Aboriginal, break the
cycle generation trauma, poverty and engagement in the justice system and become valued and
positive contributing members of their family and community.

Karen Jacobs
Karen is a bloodline descendant and a Traditional Owner of
Whadjuk Country. Her primary focus is on developing and
encouraging Aboriginal people’s involvement in enterprise and
business opportunities. Karen is Managing Director / Chairperson
of Indigenous Economic Solutions and Chairperson of The
Whadjuck Foundation. She holds Directorships on a range of
economic and community boards and trusts. Karen has an
extensive background in Aboriginal cultural heritage,
environmental management, cultural tourism, education and is a
lecturer at the UWA, School of Social Science in the Foundations
to Heritage Management. Her background is in landscape,
gardening and design. She has worked extensively as a
horticulturalist, and as a consultant developing environmental
management plans.
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