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Goldfields Water Supply Scheme
The Heritage Council of Western Australia has determined that Goldfields Water Supply Scheme has
cultural heritage significance at the State level and that stakeholders should be consulted in a proposal
to enter the place in the State Register of Heritage Places. These Fast Facts provide information about
the proposed registration.

What is the State Register of Heritage
Places and the Heritage Council of
WA’s role in registration?
The State Register is a statutory list of places of State
cultural heritage significance that help tell the story
of Western Australia’s history and development since
European contact. The Register acknowledges the
value and importance of a place and promotes its
conservation.
The Heritage Council of Western Australia is the State
Government’s advisory body on heritage matters. It is
vested with functions and powers under the Heritage
Act 2018. The Heritage Council is charged with the
compilation of the State’s Register of Heritage Places.
The Minister for Heritage makes the final decision on
whether a place is entered in the State Register.
The Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
provides administrative support to the Heritage
Council.

What is the Goldfields Water Supply
Scheme?
The Goldfields Water Supply Scheme was
commissioned in 1896 to deliver water from Mundaring
Weir in the Helena Valley to the Eastern Goldfields,
Kalgoorlie-Boulder. The scheme involved the
construction of a series of steam pumping stations,
reservoirs, receiving tanks, and the longest overland
pipeline built in the world at the time of its completion
in 1902. The pipeline has also been known as the CY
O’Connor pipeline and the Golden Pipeline.
Entry in the Register will recognise and celebrate
the distinctive State heritage values of Goldfields
Water Supply Scheme and will offer protection under
the Heritage Act 2018, ensuring any major changes
proposed for the place are in keeping with its cultural
heritage significance. The separate elements proposed
for inclusion include original Steam Pump Station
buildings, staff accommodation, a second-generation
pump station, and a selection of original and secondgeneration reservoirs and tanks, archaeological sites
and equipment associated with the construction and
operation of the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme from
1902 to the present.
The pipeline is currently not included as sections are
subject to removal and repurposing as part of its safe
and continued use. The registration will be expanded in
the future to include retained portions of the pipeline.
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What is the heritage significance of
Goldfields Water Supply Scheme?
Goldfields Water Supply Scheme has exceptional
value in demonstrating the historical importance of the
provision of water to settlements along the route from
Mundaring to the Eastern Goldfields. The completion
of the scheme in 1902 was an exceptional technical
achievement as one of the longest overland pipeline
schemes attempted in the nineteenth century, both
in Australia and the world. In providing a continuous
and reliable water supply to the Eastern Goldfields,
the place enabled the continued development of
the Western Australian mining industry and was
the foundation of the successful development of
agriculture in the Wheatbelt region throughout the
twentieth century as part of the Comprehensive Water
Supply Scheme.
The place is a highly valued tourist destination for the
people of Western Australia, and visitors to the State.
Individual elements of the place, including the existing
interpretation associated with the Golden Pipeline
Heritage Trail, museums, archaeological sites and
remaining buildings and infrastructure, collectively
have exceptional potential to communicate the history
of the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme and
its importance to Western Australia.

• Innovators Mephan Ferguson and James
Couston, whose designs allowed the successful
construction and laying of the original main conduit;
and engineers Norman Fernie and Reg Keating,
proponents of the 1930s scheme to lift and relay
the conduit above ground.

Is the Goldfields Water Supply
Scheme already registered?
Goldfields Water Supply Scheme is already listed on
the National Heritage List, which is administered by
the Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Water
and Environment. The proposed registration includes
additional elements not recognised in this registration.
Individual places in the Goldfields Water Supply
Scheme are also already entered in the State
Register, including No 1 Pumping Station, Mundaring;
Mundaring Weir Hall; Mundaring Weir Hotel; Railway
Water Tower, Cunderdin; No. 3 Pumping Station; No. 6
Steam Pumping Station, Ghooli; Old Pumping Station;
Mount Charlotte Reservoir; and Karalee Reservoir,
Rock Catchment and Aqueduct.
The proposed registration will not affect the existing
individual registrations.

There are several notable figures associated with the
Goldfields Water Supply Scheme, including:
• Chief Engineer and architect of the Scheme,
CY O’Connor, State and Federal politician Lord
John Forrest, the Director of the Public Works
Department HW Venn and former Superintendent of
Public Works, architect George Temple Poole, who
each contributed to the successful completion of
the Scheme.
No. 8 Steam Station, Dedari
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Who owns the Goldfields Water
Supply Scheme?

How will the proposed registration
affect your property?

Most of the land included in the proposed curtilage is
owned by the State of Western Australia, the majority
of which is vested in the Water Corporation or the
National Trust of Western Australia.

If your property is affected by the proposed
registration, you can still make changes to it. Owners
will continue to apply to the relevant local government
authority (LGA) for approval for any development
proposal, as required under the Local Planning
Scheme. The LGA will seek advice from the Heritage
Council on the heritage aspects of the proposal in light
of the heritage values of the place.

Other buildings, land and assets are privately owned or
managed by the State government agencies including
the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage, Main
Roads, the Department of Biodiversity Conservation
and Attractions, and the Department of Education.

Why doesn’t the Goldfields Water
Supply Scheme include the Pipeline?
The Water Corporation received approval in January
2022 under the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Act 1999 (EPBC Act) to remove and
repurpose above ground sections of the Pipeline, also
known as the main conduit, as it is gradually upgraded
with new belowground pipes to ensure its safe
continued operation.
One of the conditions of the approval is that Water
Corporation prepares an Interpretation Strategy to
interpret and communicate the heritage values of
the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme to the public.
As part of this process, Water Corporation plans to
undertake further consultation with the community,
local government and interested stakeholders to
inform the preparation of the strategy and to assist in
the selection of areas of the above-ground pipeline
that will be retained for heritage, tourism and other
purposes.
When the Water Corporation has concluded the
Interpretation Strategy, it will seek approval of the
strategy from the Federal Minister responsible for
administration of the EPBC Act. The Department
will then investigate inclusion of portions of the main
conduit and associated interpretation identified in
the Interpretation Strategy in an expanded entry to
the registered curtilage of Goldfields Water Supply
Scheme.

Referrals to the Heritage Council are processed within
the LGA’s normal timeframe so there is no delay in
decisions on development applications. Owners can
also discuss their projects with the Department’s
Development team should they wish to seek advice
when preparing plans.
The registration will not affect ownership or public
access to the property

What are the benefits of registration?
Registration recognises the place and its significance
to the State story and ensures the story can continue
to be recognised into the future. Registration also
provides the opportunity to apply to the Heritage
Grants Program to provide funding for any physical
conservation works or preparation of conservation
management planning documents.

What’s next?
Comments on registration can be made online through
the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage’s
Consultation Hub.
The comment period closes
Friday 2 September 2022.
Once the period for comments has closed, the
Heritage Council will consider whether to recommend
registration to the Minister for Heritage, who will make
the final decision on whether a place is entered in
the State Register. Both the Heritage Council and the
Minister take into account submissions as part of their
decision-making processes.

The Heritage Council recognises the diversity of the Aboriginal peoples of Western Australia and acknowledges the
Traditional Owners and custodians and their connection to this land and its waterways. We pay our respect to Elders past
and present and those who will follow in their footsteps.
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